YCD Runaway and Homeless Youth

. Department of
Youth & Community
Development

The New York City Department of Youth and
Community Development (DYCD) invests in a
network of community-based organizations
and programs to alleviate the effects of poverty
and to provide opportunities for New Yorkers
and communities to flourish.
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Agenda

" Introductory Activity

* Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY)
Services

= Key RHY Features
» Significant RHY Achievements
= Panel Discussion




' Introductory Activity

=Give one word to describe Youth
Homelessness




RHY Program Types
Street Outreach

= Vans travel throughout the 5 boroughs; serving two zones
= Northern (aboue 59th Street, Bronx and Queens)

= Southern (below 59" Street, Brooklyn and Staten Island),
seeking out homeless/runaway/at-risk youth between the hours
of 7:00 PM - 2:00 AM Monday through Saturday.

= Street Outreach services are geared to target public spaces, parks,
and transportation hubs.

= Street Outreach teams distributeinformation about RHY services;
provide resources, materials, referrals, and transport youth to their
homes, shelters, or other safe locations including RHY Drop-in ‘
centers when needed.



RHY Program Types
Drop-In Centers

= Drop-In Centers provide essential needs for young people between the ages
of 14 and 24.
* Theseinclude food, clothing, access to case management, educational

support, employment assistance, mental health counselling, access to
do laundry, showers, and referrals to short- and long-term housing.

= 8 drop-incenters total:
Brooklyn ~ 1
Queens ~ 2
Statenlisland ~ 1
The Bronx ~ 1
Manhattan~ 3

= 5 centers operate 24 hours per day/ 7 days per week
* 1in each borough




RHY Program Types
Crisis Services

Crisis Service Programs offer emergency
shelter and support for runaways and young
people experiencing homelessness.

= 258 RHY Beds ~ Ages 16-20
* Length of stay: 60-120 days

=35 RHY HYA Beds ~ Ages 21-24
» Length of stay: 60-120 days




RHY Program Types
Transitional Independent
Living Services (TILs)

Transitional Independent Living Services (TILS)
facilities provide homeless young people with support
and shelter as they work to establish independence.

" RHY TILs
= 495 Beds ~ Ages 16-20
» Length of stay: up to 24 months

* RHY HYA TILS
= 25 Beds - Ages 21-24
* Length of stay: up to 24 months




’ Key Features of RHY
Residential Programs
" Regulated by NYS OCFS (Office of
Children & Family Services)

= Specialized services for:
" Parenting Youth
= Sexually exploited youth
" LGBTQIA+




Key Outcome Features of
RHY Services

 Educational assistance

* Vocational training
 Employment assistance

* Financial Coaching

* Life skills training

* Mental health services

* Housing referrals & placement

* Family reunification assistance (when applicable)




Significant Achievements

= Approximately 3,913 youth participate in mental
health services

= 2,000 youth were served in the Crisis Shelters
= 1,182 youth were served in the TIL programs

= 23,730 youth participated in the Drop-In Centers
(2,231 case managed)

= Approximately 13,395 youth received services from
the Street Outreach teams

= 75 Youth aging out of RHY offered streamlined
access to DHS, bypassing intake & assessment
process to obtain shelter

Numbers reflect DYCD RHY for FY 23




RHY Informational Flyer

) DYCD Crisis Services programs, provide emergency shelter and crisis intervention.
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: Rising Ground Inc DYCD Transitional Independent Living programs offer residential services to youth ages 16
Safe Horizon Streetwork .
Harlem ! (Far Rockaway Site) through 20 (Runaway Homeless Youth) and 21 through 24 (Homeless Young Adults). Youth
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Panel Discussion

* What is the health, mental health, and developmental
needs of Runaway and Homeless Youth? What are
some risks they encounter being homeless?Is gun
violence a concern? How about subway surfing?

* Have you seen an increasein asylum seekers? What
special needs do asylum seeking youth have and how
have you adjusted programingto meet those needs?

 What are theindividual and systemic barriers to them
achieving wellness? What are some of your best
practices to overcoming those barriers?

* What does success look like in the clinical setting?

* What self-care practices do you use? How does your
organization support self-care?




r Thank You!
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